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Some websites continually change their structure and content, so the information listed here may not always be available.

UNIT 1: DEMOCRACY AND THE AMERICAN POLITICAL PROCESS

In addition to the Internet sites found below, type in key words, such as “American mission,” “American exceptionalism,” “democracy fight terror,” and “public financing campaigns” to find other listings.

The Federal Web Locator

Use this handy site as a launching pad for the Web sites of U.S. federal agencies, departments, and organizations. It is well organized and easy to use for informational and research purposes.

http://www.infoctr.edu/fwl/

The Library of Congress

Examine this Web site to learn about the extensive resource tools, library

services/resources, exhibitions, and databases available through the Library of

Congress in many different subfields of government studies.

http://www.loc.gov

U.S. Founding Documents

Through this Emory University site you can view scanned originals of the

Declaration of Independence, the Constitution, and the Bill of Rights. The transcribed texts are also available, as are the Federalist Papers.

http://www.law.emory.edu/FEDERAL/

Hoover Institution Public Policy Inquiry: Campaign Finance

Use this Stanford University site to explore the history of campaign finance as

well as the current reforms and proposals for future change.

http://www.campaignfinancesite.org

Poynter.org

This research site of the Poynter Institute, a school for journalists, provides extensive links to information and resources about the media, including media ethics and reportage techniques. Many bibliographies and Web sites are included.

http://www.poynter.org/research/index.htm

Freedom House

Founded over sixty years ago by Eleanor Roosevelt, Wendell Wike, and others

concerned about the suppression of democracy in the world, Freedom House

charts the progress and retrogression of freedom in the nations of the world. You

can view its annual “map of freedom” to see which countries it lists each year as

“free” (in green), “partly free” (in yellow) and “not free” (in blue).

http://www.freedomhouse.org
UNIT 2: THE INSTITUTIONS OF GOVERNMENT

In addition to the Internet sites listed below, type in key words, such as “American federalism,” “commerce power,” “presidential appointments,” and “government regulation,” to find other listings.

U.S. House of Representatives

This page of the U.S. House of Representatives will lead you to information about current and past House members and agendas, the legislative process, and so on. You can learn about events on the House floor as they happen.

http://www.house.gov

The United States Senate

This page of the U.S. Senate will lead you to information about current and past

Senate members and agendas, legislative activities, committees, and so on.

http://www.senate.gov

The White House

Visit the White House page for direct access to information about commonly

requested federal services, the White House Briefing Room, and the presidents

and vice presidents. The Virtual Library allows you to search White House documents, listen to speeches, and view photos.

http://www.whitehouse.gov/index.html

Supreme Court Collection

Open this Legal Information Institute (LII) site for current and historical information about the Supreme Court. The LII archive contains many opinions issued since May 1990 as well as a collection of nearly 600 of the most historic decisions of the Court.

http://supct.law.cornell.edu/supct/index.html

National Security Agency

Find out more about the agency that has been at the center of controversy over

the President’s power to intercept telecommunications in and out of the country.

Its home page explains its many functions, relates its storied past in breaking the

Japanese code during World War II, and boasts its continued role “in keeping

the United States a step ahead of its enemies.” It contains links to fourteen other

federal agencies, including the C.I.A., the Defense Intelligence Agency, and the

National Reconnaissance Office.

http://www.nsa.gov/about/index.cfm

UNIT 3: SOCIAL CHANGE AND PUBLIC POLICY

In addition to the Internet sites listed below, type in key words, such as “gay

rights,” “abortion,” and “affirmative action” to find other listings.

New American Studies Web

This eclectic site provides links to a wealth of Internet resources for research

in American studies, including agriculture and rural development, government,

and race and ethnicity.

http://www.georgetown.edu/crossroads/asw/

Public Agenda Online

Public Agenda, a nonpartisan, nonprofit public opinion research and citizen

education organization, provides links to policy options for issues ranging from

abortion to Social Security.

http://www.publicagenda.org

NCPA Idea House

Through this site of the National Center for Policy Analysis, access discussions

on an array of topics that are of major interest in the study of American government, from regulatory policy and privatization to economy and income.

http://www.ncpa.org/iss/

U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement

Created in 2003, this is the largest investigative branch of the Department of

Homeland Security and targets illegal immigrants: the people, money, and materials that support terrorism and other criminal activities. The site contains some interesting information on child exploitation, counter-terrorism investigations, counter-narcotics efforts, and other topics.

http://www.ice.gov

Policy Library

This site provides a collection of documents on social and policy issues submitted by different research organizations all over the world.

http://www.policylibrary.com/US/index.html

UNIT 4: AMERICA AND THE WORLD

In addition to the Internet sites listed below, type in key words, such as “China

military threat, “American world leadership,” “torture,” or “Middle Eastern profiling” to find other listings.

U.S. State Department

View this site for understanding into the workings of a major U.S. executive

branch department. Links explain exactly what the department does, what services it provides, and what it says about U.S. interests around the world, as well as provide other information.

http://www.state.gov

Marketplace of Political Ideas/University of Houston Libraries

Here is a valuable collection of links to campaign, conservative/liberal perspectives, and political party sites. There are general political sites, Democratic sites, Republican sites, third-party sites, and much more.

http://info.lib.uh.edu/politics/markind:htm

United States Senate Committee on Foreign Relations

This site is an excellent up-to-date resource for information about the United

States’ reaction to events regarding foreign policy.

http://www.senate.gov/~foreign/

Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs

This center of scholarship in public and international affairs, based at Princeton

University, sponsors more than twenty research centers. Among its many links

is the Princeton Center for Globalization and Governance, which explores the

academic and policy dimensions of globalization and international governance.

http://www.wws.princeton.edu/mission/mission.html

American Diplomacy

American Diplomacy is an online journal of commentary, analysis, and research

on U.S. foreign policy and its results around the world.

http://www.unc.edu/depts/diplomat/

Foreign Affairs

This page of the well-respected foreign policy journal Foreign Affairs is a valuable

research tool. It allows users to search the journal’s archives and provides

Indexed access to the field’s leading publications, documents, online resources,

and so on. Link to dozens of other related Web sites from here too.

http://www.foreignaffairs.org
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