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King of the Wild Frontier

“Be always sure you are right, then go ahead” (Lofaro 1148d). You’re probably 

wondering what that means. Well, a guy named Davy Crockett used to say that. It is one of 

his best known quotes. Read on to find out more about this legendary person.

Actually, his name was David Crockett. He was born in a small cabin in Tennessee on 

August 17, 1786. (Davy Crockett). His family lived in a cabin on the banks of the Nolichucky 

River. Davy had eight brothers and sisters. Four were older and four were younger.

Davy lived with his family in Tennessee until he was 13. He went to school, but he didn’t 

like it. He skipped school a lot. He ran away from home because he knew his dad was going 

to punish him for playing hooky. He joined a cattle drive to make money. He drove the cattle 

to Virginia almost 300 miles away. He stayed in Virginia and worked a lot of jobs for over two 

years. He returned to his family in Tennessee when he was 16 (Davy Crockett Biography).

When Davy returned home his dad was in debt. Now Davy was 6 feet tall and he could 

do a man’s work. Davy went to work for Daniel Kennedy. Davy’s dad owed Daniel 76 dollars 

and Davy worked for one year to pay the debt (The Texas State Historical Association).

In 1806 Davy married Polly Finley. They had two sons, John Wesley and William. Then 

Davy went to fight for the Tennessee Volunteer Militia under Andrew Jackson in the Creek 

Indian War. When he returned home from the war, he found his wife very ill. She died in 1815 

(Davy Crockett Birthplace Association).

Davy then married Elizabeth Patton in 1817. She was a widow and she had two 

children of her own, George and Margaret Ann (The Texas State Historical Association).

Davy was well known in Tennessee as a frontiersman. He was a sharpshooter, a famous 

Indian fighter, and a bear hunter. In 1821, he started his career in politics as a Tennessee 

legislator. People liked Davy because he had a good humor and they thought he was one of 

their own. He was re-elected to the Legislature in 1823, but he lost the election in 1825.

In 1827 Davy was elected to Congress. He fought for the land bill. The land bill allowed 

those who settled the land to buy it at a very low cost. He was re-elected to Congress in 1829 

and again in 1833, but he lost in 1836 (Lofaro, 1148d).

Many Americans had gone to Texas to settle. In 1835, Davy left his kids, his wife, 

his brothers, and his sisters to go to Texas. He loved Texas. When the Texans were fighting 

for their independence from Mexico, Davy joined the fight. He was fighting with a group of 

Tennessee volunteers defending the Alamo in San Antonio on March 6, 1836 (The Texas State 

Historical Association). He was 49 years old.
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