Preface

Theatre: Brief Version, Sixth Edition, provides a number of pedagogical aides, such as a glossary, appendix, and a brief playgoing guide – Enjoy the Play!  to assist instructors and students.  This manual has been prepared with the same concern to enriching the students’ experience, but in this case primarily by supporting the instructor’s preparation.  Just as the chapters in Theatre:  Brief, follow a discernable progression, and yet can be used out of sequence, the chapters in this manual, which correspond to those in the textbook, stand alone and can be used in any desired sequence.  Two primary considerations stand out in determining the order in which to use the chapters: the relationship of “historical” chapters to those focusing on practitioners, and the logic one seeks to follow in ordering the presentation of the practitioners’ various arts and tasks of the theatre.  This manual is designed to aide the instructor in using and adapting the textbook to his or her particular needs.


Each chapter of the manual, corresponding to the textbook’s chapters, contains five sections.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES.  The first section consists of a set of general objectives for student learning that correspond to the major points of content for that chapter.  These may be useful in structuring presentations or clarifying the goals of each unit of the course.

OVERVIEW AND OUTLINE.  The second part includes a summary of the text’s chapter and an outline-format listing of its headings and subheadings.  The overview reiterates the major points of each section in the chapter to allow for effective review by the instructor.  The overview and outline recapitulate the chapter in two ways, which may be useful for previewing, reviewing, or structuring class meetings.

TERMS.  The next section lists terms and names significant to the subject of the chapter.  These lists tend to be exhaustive to allow for the instructor to choose which terms deserve to be covered and emphasized.  The listing may be useful in preparing quizzes, exams, and study lists, or to initiate classroom discussion by questioning a term’s meaning or significance.

TEST QUESTIONS.  Three kinds of questions comprise the testing aides section.  Twenty-five multiple choice questions and five to ten true/false questions are designed to assess knowledge of the most significant points in the chapter.  These can, of course, be modified as the instructor sees fit.  Five essay questions allow for student response in brief or full essays and assess a more complex synthesis and application of ideas.  Such questions may also be useful as prompts to class discussion or for purposes of illustration in lectures.

PLAYS AND VIDEOS.  The final section provides a list of plays, other written works, and videos that may be useful in and out of the classroom.  They may provide simple instructor preparation and points of reference in the classroom.  Additionally, play cuttings may be used for student presentations or performances by others, such as teaching assistants.  Plays as assigned readings illustrate the ideas, genres, and periods covered by their accompanying chapters.  Plays that every student has read can provide useful subjects for discussion.  For chapters in which plays are not the best written means of augmenting learning, other works that address the chapter’s subject are listed.  These can be used much like plays, as preparation, reading assignment, or as cuttings read for discussion.  Videos often shift the abstract into the concrete for students and help to illustrate ideas, genres, techniques, and histories presented by the text.


I hope this manual aides you in making the best use of your time and of Robert Cohen’s Theatre, brief.






Dennis C. Beck
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